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wound in the duel. How father and daughter had thereupon set
off by night, leaving him behind to labour with a double hurt.
How the leech he applied to was unhappily the worst in nature;
and the poor fellow had got out of the adventure with blackened
teeth and watering eyes. That he was greatly to be pitied, being
otherwise the bravest young man on the face of the earth. "Espe-
cially," said she, "it grieves me that the poor soul now hates
women; for, hating women, how can one keep living ?"
Melina interrupted them with news, that all things being now
ready for the journey, they would set out tomorrow morning. He
handed them a plan, arranging how they were to travel.
"If any good friend take me on his lap," said Philina, "I
shall be content, though we sit crammed together never so close
and sorrily: 'tis all one to me."
"It does not signify," observed Laertes, who now entered.
" It is pitiful," said "Wilhelm, hastening away. By the aid of
money he secured another very comfortable coach, though Melina
had pretended that there were no more. A new distribution then
took place; and our friends were rejoicing in the thought that
they should now travel pleasantly, when intelligence arrived that
a party of military volunteers had been seen: upon the road, from
whom little good could be expected.
In the town, these tidings were received with great attention,
though they were but variable and ambiguous. As the contending
armies were at that time placed, it seemed impossible that any
hostile corps could have advanced, or any friendly one hung arear,
so far. Yet every man was eager to exhibit to our travellers the
danger that awaited them as truly dangerous; every man was eager
to suggest that some other route might be adopted.
By these means, most of our friends had been seized with
anxiety and fear; and when, according to the new republican con-
stitution, the whole members of the state had been called together
to take counsel on this extraordinary case, they were almost un-
animously of opinion that it would be proper either to keep back
the mischief By abiding where they were, or to evade it by choosing
another road.
Wilhelm alone, not participating in the panic, regarded ifc
as mean to abandon, for the sake of mere rumours, a plan which
they had not entered on without much thought. He endeavoured
to put heart into them; his reasons were manly and convincing.
"It is but a rumour," he observed; " and how many such arise

